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Galleri Urbane is pleased to host the gallery’s second solo 
presentation by gallery artist Abby Sherrill. The recent body 
of work has been developed as a result of Sherrill’s daily 
maintenance of a digital textile printer. In the repetitive 
task, the artist uncovers a duality of technology’s potential, 
both as a task-oriented machine and subjective, process-
based experience. Moody Swatch presents numerous 
artistic exercises by Sherrill that invite viewers to meditate 
on the mundanity of daily routines and work. 

As a technician for the Fibers program at the University 
of North Texas, Sherrill is tasked with the upkeep of the 
facility’s digital textile printer. This includes the daily 
cleaning routine in which a small segment of microfiber 
cloth is placed in the machine for the printer head to 
set on and clear the nozzles of excess dye. Through the 
process, each cleaning swatch becomes flooded with a 
lush spectrum of colors. As the process repeated, “the 
swatch began to feel like an artifact, diagnosis, or mood 
ring, providing a portal into the deep workings of the 
machine,” writes the artist. Ruminating on this metaphor, 
Sherrill’s newest series depicts the swatch in a number of 
artistic variations, each highlighting the swatches’ alluring 
formal qualities and reconsidering the relationship 
between human, machine, and tool. 

A wall-based installation of multiple objects serves as an 
anchor for the exhibition and provides direct insight into 
the playful, experimental nature of Sherrill’s approach. 
Utilizing multiple mediums, from works on paper to 
draping printed fabrics, the installation presents the 
cleaning swatch in various configurations. Altered in 
scale and form, the swatch is used to construct a wide-
ranging visual vocabulary and each iteration imbues the 
swatch with its own personality and history. Additionally, 
a series of stretched, printed fabric pieces depict images 
of the swatch that have been printed by the printer that it 
once cleaned. Originally around one square inch in size, 
the swatches are printed as large-scale images, adding 
complexity to one’s reading and understanding of this 
tool. Collaged elements on these works further complicate 
one’s comprehension, as multiple dimensions seemingly 
collide onto one flat surface.  

Through these varied approaches, Sherrill is able to 
restructure the allegorical tiers of power within the 
technological system that she created. While the intended 
function of the printer and swatch is geared towards 
mechanical tasks, Sherrill upends these expectations and 
imbues them with a poetic sense of humanity. 
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Selected Work
Full list available by request



Swatch (Below), 2019
Digital print on fabric, collage
23 x 23 x 2 in.
$2,250



Swatch (Ghost), 2019
Dye transfer, paper mounted on panel

10.75 x 8 x 1.75 in.
$950



Swatch (Original), 2019
Digital print on fabric
28.75 x 24.50 in.
$1,850



Swatch (Alias), 2019
paper mounted on wood, resin

20 x 17 x 1.50 in.
$1,500



Free Floater & Sink, 2019
Digital print on fabric, graphite, charcoal, 
photo transfer on wood.
37h x 25w x 2d in
$2,500



Feeling (Shifted), 2019
collage, digital print on fabric

13 x 11 in.
$650



Shift & Shove, 2019
dye transfer, paper mounted on wood

12h x 18w x 2d in
$1,250



Remnants (Holders), 2019
wood, photo transfer, paper, graphite, fabric 

mounted on wood.
31 x 23 x 7 in

$1,250



Leaning Alive, 2019
wood, cloth, hydroprint on wood panel. 
Paper, acrylic, graphite, paper transfer.
20 x 16 x 0.50 in.
$850



About the Artist

Abby Sherrill is a visual artist working with digitally 
printed images to create two and three-dimensional 
manipulations. Sherrill creates scanned images of 
physical materials that are printed and altered to 
explore ideas of space, reality and memory. With 
an interest in pattern and text, the work is created 
through recursive processes of tracing, reflecting 
and re-documentation, often resulting in a hazy visual 
that disorients the real and the implied. Abby has 
exhibited widely across Texas with shows at Galleri 
Urbane (Dallas), 500X (Dallas) and Rudolph Blume 
Fine Art (Houston). In 2015, she was awarded a Nasher 
Sculpture Center Micro-Grant for a collaborative artist 
collective project, Brick Haus Collective. Sherrill holds 
an MFA in Fibers from the University of North Texas in 
Denton, Texas, where she currently lives and works.
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